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Message from the Library Director ... 




Dr. Clara A. Ogbaa 



A Warm Welcome to all New and Returning Students , Faculty and Staff for the 2013 Spring 
Semester 

Gateway Community College is now home to a Library and Learning Commons that many 
in the state have said could be a model for other college libraries, with its beautiful use of 
space, its plentiful light, its technology and with collaborative study areas, study rooms 
and quiet study spaces. While it is a place for collaborative academic endeavor, it is also 
where students can engage in contemplative — quiet — study. This is the tone we must all 
embrace as a Gateway community this semester and the semesters beyond in our new Li- 
brary and Learning Commons. Because the college has so many lovely spots now where 
| students can meet and chat, including the lounge areas on the stair landings, along the 
Fairway, and in the cafeteria, students must leave their social conversations there and 
come to the Library and Learning Commons to research, to study, and to collaborate with 
an academic purpose. It is a beautiful setting and we want to make that beauty last, which 
is why we ask everyone to leave food and drinks in the cart outside the library. 



We have much to look forward to this semester — as the Library and Learning Commons was awarded two grants 
that include: The Peace Studies Collection and The Muslim Journeys Bookshelf Collection. We are also excited 
about upcoming community outreach programs that will take place in the Library this semester. We will host an 
author and book signing event by Charlayne Hunter-Gault on Monday, February 4, 2013, at 5:30pm in the Learn- 
ing Commons floor. She is an an award winning journalist and activist and an author of To the Mountaintop : My 
Journey Through the Civil Rights Movement ; In My Place ; and New News Out of Africa: Uncovering Africa’s Re- 
naissance. The books will be available for purchase and signing in the Library. Other upcoming events include: 
hosting a film screening linked to our new Peace Studies Collection on Thursday, March 7th, 2013, as well as 
sponsoring a “Big Read” program linked to the special collection focusing on personal nonviolent communications, 
on Monday, April 22, 2013. We plan to offer morning and evening sessions of each activity to reach as many stu- 
dents and community participants as possible. 



We are pleased to announce a campus-wide book club - for students, faculty and staff. Our first shared read will be 
GCC Humanities Professor Franz Douskey latest book Sinatra and Me: The Very Good Years, with Tony Consiglio. 
Professor Douskey donated five copies of the book to the library and we have ordered more. I encourage everyone to 
join us for the book club in March 13, 12:30 pm-l:30 pm and April 17, 12:30 pm-l:30 pm. Our collection is growing, 
particularly our ebook collection. We recently added 30,000 new titles, including 3,000 print books in every subject 
area, plus Oxford Quick Reference database, containing over 300 core reference titles from Oxford University Press. 



We invite students, faculty, and staff to take advantage of all we have to offer. Our Library and Learning Com- 
mons staff is here to help assist you with your research, to answer your questions, so come and talk with us! Our 
Library and Learning Commons is a community resource for Gateway Community College and for our larger New 
Haven community. It is a gathering place where people can exchange ideas and learn from each other , a place 
where you can get lost in a book, find the answer to a pivotal research question and, move your education ever for- 
ward. I look forward to all we will accomplish together. 

Best wishes for the Spring Semester. 
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Library Awarded Grants 



USIP Grant to Support Public Education for Peace Building: 

GCC Library and Learning Commons has received $2,000 in funding support from the Public Education for 
Peacebuilding Support initiative of the United States Institute of Peace (USIP). With the funds, Gateway has 
established a new Peace Studies Special Collection which will serve as a resource center for educators, youth 
and families on topics related to nonviolence, justice and peacemaking. It will feature books, media sources 
and access to databases, focusing on nonviolent communication and international conflict resolution. 

Dr. Ogbaa, Carol Brutza, a GCC Social Science professor of peace studies and language literacy, and Martha 
Hayes, humanities professor, who applied for the grant, are building the collection and will facilitate the dis- 
cussion series. Gateway offers courses in peace and conflict studies and the college embeds civic action, media- 
tion, healthy responses to violence, nonviolent communication and collaborative conflict resolution into its in- 
terdisciplinary curriculum. Violent conflict is one of the most serious problems in the world today, and New 
Haven directly attempts to address community violence. The Gateway community is actively involved in 
many organizations that seek to understand the causes of this conflict and to examine ways to transform the 
culture to one of building a peaceful society. 

The United States Institute of Peace is the independent, nonpartisan conflict management center created by 
Congress to prevent and mitigate international conflict without resorting to violence. USIP works to save 
lives, increase the government’s ability to deal with conflicts before they escalate, reduce government costs, 
and enhance national security. USIP is headquartered in Washington, DC, with offices in Baghdad, Iraq, and 
Kabul, Afghanistan. “USIP is pleased to support organizations like Gateway Community College and their 
contribution to the national conversation around international conflict — and methods for resolving those con- 
flicts nonviolently,” commented USIP President Jim Marshall. As part of its congressional mandate, USIP 
devotes a portion of its budget to support organizations that will advance the field of conflict management by 
developing new techniques, establishing best practices, and professionalizing the field through education and 
training. The Public Education for Peacebuilding Support is a program of USIP administered by the Institute 
of International Education. 

The Library and Learning Commons, in collaboration with the Social Sciences and Humanities departments, 
will host a discussion series, “Nonviolent Conflict Resolution: From the Personal to Communal, Local to Glob- 
al.” The first in the series will be a March 7 film screening and a discussion led by scholars in the field. GCC 
will also hold a Big Read, a community-wide shared reading experience of a book with a theme of peace, and a 
book discussion on April 22. 

Muslim Journeys Bookshelf Award: 

GCC Library & Learning Commons is one of 840 libraries and state humanities councils nationwide receiving 
this special collection of materials. It is a project of the National Endowment for the Humanities and the 
American Library Association ALA) Public Programs Office Bridging Cultures initiative, which aims to famil- 
iarize public audiences in the United States with the people, places, history, faith and cultures of Muslims in 
the United States and around the world. 

The award came as a result of an application developed by a GCC team that included Clara Ogbaa, Direc- 
tor of Library Services, who will also serve as project coordinator for the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf; Su- 
san Chenard and Renee Gaines, both Professors of English in the Humanities Department. GCC was 
among only 10 organizations to receive NEH awards here in Connecticut, and one of only two in New Haven. 
Additionally, GCC was the only community college among state awardees; joined by Southern Connecticut 
State University, Eastern Connecticut State University and the Suffield branch of the Lincoln College of New 
England as the only Connecticut institutions of higher education to receive the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf. 

A collection of twenty-five books and three films were awarded to each library. Additional materials included 
bookmarks, bookplates, posters and rights to host free public screenings of films such as: 

• Prince Among Slaves (directed by Andrea Kalin, produced by Unity Productions Foundation, 2007) 

• Islamic Art: Mirror of the Invisible World (directed by Rob Gardner, produced by Unity Productions Foundation, 2011) 

• Koran by Heart (directed by Greg Barker, produced by HBO documentary films, 2011) 
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Gateway Library News 



Muslim Journey Bookshelf 
Books 

American Stories 

Prince Among Slaves by Terry Alford 

The Columbia Sourcebook of Muslims in the United States , edited by Edward E. Curtis IV 
Acts of Faith by Eboo Patel 
A Quiet Revolution by Leila Ahmed 

The Butterfly Mosque: A Young American Woman’s Journey to Love and Islam by G. Willow Wilson 




Connected Histories 

When Asia Was the World: Traveling Merchants , Scholars , Warriors , and Monks Who Created the 
“ Riches of the East” by Stewart Gordon 

The House of Wisdom: How Arabic Science Saved Ancient Knowledge and Gave Us the Renais- 
sance by Jim Al-Khalili 

The Ornament of the World by Maria Rosa Menocal 

Leo Africanus by Amin Maalouf, translated by Peter Sluglett 

In an Antique Land by Amitav Ghosh 




Literary Reflections 

The Arabian Nishts (anonymous), edited by Muhsin Mahdi, translated by Husain Haddawy 

The Conference of the Birds by Farid al-Din Attar, translated by Dick Davis and Afkham Darbandi 

Snow by Orhan Pamuk, translated by Maureen Freely 

Dreams of Trespass by Fatima Mernissi 

Minaret by Leila Aboulela 
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Pathways to Faith 

The Children of Abraham: Judaism , Christianity , Islam by F. E. Peters 
Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction by Jonathan A. C. Brown 
The Story of the Qur'an: Its History and Place in Muslim Life by Ingrid Mattson 
The Art of Ha ii by Venetia Porter 

Rumi: Poet and Mystic , edited and translated by Reynold A. Nicholson 




Points of View 

In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar 

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi 

House of Stone by Anthony Shadid 

Broken Verses by Kamila Shamsie 

Dreams of Trespass by Fatima Mern 




Arts, Architecture and Films 

Koran by Heart (2011), directed by Greg Barker 
Islamic Arts by Jonathan Bloom and Sheila Blair 

Islamic Art: Mirror of the Invisible World (2011), directed by Robert Gardner 
Prince Among Slaves (2007), directed by Andrea Kalin 
The Art of Hajj by Venetia Porter 

Islamic Art Spots (short films designed, written, and presented by D. Fairchild Ruggles) 
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Library Book Club Launches this semester 

The Library is excited to announce the start of our own book club. The purpose of the book club is 
to promote lifelong learning and reading among the college community in addition to discovering 
new authors and making new friends! The Book Club is free and open to all library users. Interest- 
ed readers who would like to join should contact Shauna DeStefano at 

scarrano@gwcc.commnet.edu or 203-285-2059. Copies of books will be made available to club mem- 
bers. 



Book: Sinatra and Me: The Very Good Years by Franz Douskey 
Date/Time: March 13, 12:30-1:30 

Book: Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 
Date/Time: April 17, 12:30-1:30 

Location: Library Multipurpose Room 



Staff News 



Congratulations to newlywed Shauna Carrano DeStefano 

Our sincerest best wishes go out to li- 
brarian Shauna Carrano DeStefano and 
her husband Pete DeStefano on their re- 
cent marriage. The wedding and recep- 
tion took place on Nov. 9, 2012 at The 
Woodwinds in Branford. The couple hon- 
eymooned in St. Lucia and currently re- 
side in North Branford. May they enjoy 
a long and happy life together. 
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Spring Library Workshops 



Name 


Date 


Time 


Getting to Know Your Library 


Thu. Feb. 7 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Getting to Know Your Library 


Tue. Feb. 12 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Jump Start Your Research 


Thu. March 14 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Jump Start Your Research 


Tue. March 19 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Resuscitate Your Research 


Thu. April 4 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Resuscitate Your Research 


Tue. April 9 


2:00pm-3:00pm 


Research & Citation Help Drop-In 


Thu. May 2 


1 0:00am- 12:00pm 


Research & Citation Help Drop-In 


Thu. May 2 


2:00pm-4:00pm 


Research & Citation Help Drop-In 


Thu. May 2 


6:00pm-8:00pm 



All workshops are held in the Library Multipurpose Room S217, 2nd Floor. 

To register, please call 203-285-2057 or go online at http://gwcclibcal.com/workshops. 
If the above times do not work for you, please contact us to arrange 
for individualized or classroom sessions. 



New Expanded Library 
Hours 



Monday - Thursday 7:00am-9:00pm 
Friday 7:00am-7:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am-2:00pm 



Explore, Inquire, Discover & Learn 



GCC Library & Learning Commons 
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Additional Library Services 

♦ Library Hours/Featured Events (http://gwcc.libcal.com/) 

♦ Online Reservation booking for Group Study room (http://gwcc.libcal.com/) 

♦ Student Research Scheduling (http://gwcc.libcal.com/) 

♦ Faculty Library Instruction Request Online 

(http://gwcc. libguides. com/content. php?pid=121344&sid=3001846) 

♦ Ask-a-Librarian & Live Chat (http ://gwcc . lib answer s . com/) 

♦ Library Subject/Course Guides (http://gwcc.libguides.com/index.php) 

♦ Library Workshops (http://gwcc.libcal.com/) 

♦ Films on Demand for Faculty 

(http://gwcc.libguides.com/content.php?pid=205598&sid=1715648) 
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Library staff members welcome students, faculty and staff to our new state-of-the-art facility. 



Your library just got better! 

Stop by for all your information & research needs. 



Gateway Library & 
Learning Commons 



South Building 2nd Floor Room L200 
Phone: 203-285-2057 
Text: 203-212-8329 
email: library@gatewayct.edu 



Like Us On 

facebook 






